[Clinical development of S-1 (TS-1) for advanced gastric cancer].
The 5-FU plus cisplatin containing regimen like FP, ECF and DCF, is considered to be the most effective treatment for advanced gastric cancer in the United States, Europe, and Korea. In Japan, oral fluoropyrimidine S-1 (TS-1) is currently considered to be the first candidate as the standard drug for advanced gastric cancer. S-1 based combination therapies with other promising drugs like cisplatin, irinotecan and taxanes, are expected to yield good results. Above all, S-1+CDDP therapy showed a high efficacy and expected to be a standard therapy for advanced gastric cancer. Two large phase III studies, JCOG 9912 5-FU vs S-1 vs CPT-11 +CDDP and S-1 vs S-1+CDDP, are now on going to establish an acceptable frontline standard for patients with AGC. We therefore need to develop new agents and combination chemotherapy regimens to achieve a greater survival benefit in AGC.